
 

Chiswick Chamber Orchestra 
Sunday 1st February 2026 - St Michael and All Angels, Bedford Park 

 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) 

 

  
 

Overture to Mitridate, rè di Ponto K87 
This afternoon’s programme starts in Milan where the brilliant young Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, still 
in his early teens and closely supervised by his father, had been invited to write an opera to get the 
Carnival season under way. Complete with its ballet interludes by other composers, Mitridate took a 
full six hours to perform. Its overture, in three short sections, is full of flourish, pzazz – and lyrical 
melodies, something that the Italians prized highly. As the Gazetta di Milano wrote about Mitridate: 
“The young maestro di capella, who is not yet fifteen years of age, studies the beauties of nature, and 
represents them adorned with the rarest musical graces.” 

Piano Concerto No. 21 in C Major K467 
Solo piano Viv McLean 

The scene changes to Vienna for the Piano Concerto No. 21, unveiled by Mozart on the 10 March 1785 
at the Imperial Burgtheater during a benefit concert for himself; he wrote the music, played the solo 
part, directed the orchestra, and collected the proceeds.  The fact that Mozart was still copying the 
orchestral parts out on the day of the performance didn’t seem to do it any harm; it was a huge 
success. While in the piano concertos that Mozart wrote for Vienna a couple of years before he’d been 
aiming to strike a happy medium between what is too easy and too difficult for listeners to take in, the 
concertos that he wrote from 1785 onwards have a much grander and more symphonic sweep about 
them. They are richly worked out, full of interesting textures, and the soloist is fully integrated into the 
orchestra with the wind players playing a prominent role. The concerto is known as the Elvira Madigan 
because its exquisite slow movement was used in a Swedish film of that name that came out in 1967.  

Symphony No. 41 in C Major “Jupiter” 
The name of the final work in the programme was also one that Mozart wouldn’t have recognised: it 
was probably coined for some performances here in London in the 1790s by the impresario Johann 
Peter Salomon. He would have had the brusque and muscular chords of the opening in mind, likening 
them to thunderbolts thrown down from on high by the mighty god Jupiter.  It’s the 41st and last 
symphony that Mozart was to write – he died three years later at the age of just 35, and as a way of 
ending Mozart’s symphonic achievement this work is truly remarkable. Shot through with the drama of 
opera – Mozart even quotes from one of his own arias in the opening movement – the symphony 
touches on a wide range of emotions, from relaxed fun in the first movement to brooding darkness at 
the heart of the second to light-hearted dancing in the third, and a finale which is both exhilarating and 
astonishingly clever – Mozart combines five of its themes together in its memorable final minute.  



 

Sandy Burnett - Conductor 
Sandy is one of the UK’s most versatile musicians and music commentators, enjoying a career that 
combines broadcasting, performing and lecturing. With the Chiswick Chamber Orchestra and West 
London Baroque Consort he has directed a complete performing cycle of Bach’s sacred cantatas, the other 
major sacred works and the Brandenburg Concertos, leading to further invitations to direct this repertoire 
in Oxford and St Andrews in the UK and at the Valletta Baroque Festival in Malta. After studying at St 
Catharine’s College, Cambridge and working as a leading theatre music director, Sandy Burnett spent a 
decade as one of the core team of presenters on the UK’s classical music station BBC Radio 3. Unusually 
co-inhabiting the worlds of both classical and improvising music, Sandy is also a first-call jazz double bass 
player.  

Viv McLean - Piano 
Viv studied from an early age with Ruth Nye and, after attending Chetham’s School of Music, he went on to 
study at the Royal Academy of Music with Hamish Milne. Whilst studying at the Academy he was the winner 
of the piano competition at the Royal Overseas-League Music Competition, was selected as one of the 
winners of the National Federation of Music Societies’ Young Artists Competition and made his Wigmore 
Hall debut through winning the RAM Wigmore Award. Viv made his BBC Radio 3 recital debut through the 
BBC Radio 3 Young Artists Forum scheme and has also recorded for Classic FM, WDR Radio in Germany, 
Radio France, ABC Radio in Australia, NRK Radio in Norway and for the Sky Arts television channel. His 
commercial releases have included recordings for Sony, Chandos, Signum Classics, Naxos, Nimbus, 
Lyrita, RPO Records, ICSM Records and his most recent albums are a Chopin recital and a selection of live 
recordings for Stone Records. A recording of Scarlatti Sonatas on Willowhayne Records will be released 
shortly. 

Ellen Gallagher - Leader 
Ellen started violin lessons at school in Carlisle and went on to become Leader of Cumbria Youth Orchestra 
before studying music at university. Ellen is a Solicitor Advocate, and Partner in Hamlins LLP, and 
recognised by Legal 500 as a Recommended Lawyer for reputation management. She is a skilled litigator 
with extensive experience of representing high-profile clients ranging from senior politicians to renowned 
individuals in the media, entertainment and sports industries as well as entirely private individuals. 
Before she retrained as a lawyer, she worked at English National Opera (in charge of the music department, 
including the orchestra and chorus), Chandos Records and Opera North.   
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Portrait of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart at the age of 13 in Verona, 1770  
attributed to Giambettino Cignaroli (Salo, Verona 1706-1770)  
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